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The next time 

someone tries to link 

CO2 emissions (i.e.: 

“Climate Change”) 

and Forest Fires 

(and someone will), 

point out the lies 

and provide the 

facts!!!

2019/20

≈19 million 

hectares

Current Season

2022/23

Less than

1 million hectares

(as of 01/11/24)

1974-75 

Season

112 MH

Hectares burned correlations:

-0.11 with high temperature

+0.03 with population
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The Canadian fires 

(2023) gave the 

alarmist community 

all kinds of fodder to 

proclaim that the 

apocalyptic future 

they warn about is 

already here. There 

are a few problems 

with their narrative. 

CO2 changes cannot 

be responsible for the 

increased/record 

acreage burnt in 2023.
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More detail? climatechangeandmusic.com

Canada definitely had a bad 

year, but Australia and the 

US are having/have had good 

years. CO2 has no direct 

correlation with localized or 

global acreage burnt.

Neither the 2020 record low (0.23 MH) nor the 2023 record high (18.5 MH) are due to CO2. 

2023’s anomalously high burn acreage is not consistent with either the burn acreage nor CO2 

trends, any more than the 1974/75 Australian bush fire season (112 MH) or the early 20th 

century US data. Despite the tragedy associated with localized forest fires, the global data is far 

more important when discussing climate. And the global data (below) does not correlate with 

CO2 concentration increases. The general trend this century has been down, despite rising CO2!
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Note, forest fire data 

is not a great climate 

change indicator

(in my opinion).

For a larger version of this plot, go to my CSS-52 – Extreme Weather Events post.

In climate change, trends are important, individual events or single year totals are 

effectively irrelevant. (my OPPS-27 – A Single Event is NOT a Trend post)
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